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X-ray Structure of KijD3, a Key Enzyme Involved in the Biosynthesis of D-Kijanose†,‡
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ABSTRACT: D-Kijanose is an unusual nitrosugar found attached to the antibiotic kijanimicin. Ten enzymes are
required for its production in Actinomadura kijaniata, a soil-dwelling actinomycete. The focus of this
investigation is on the protein encoded by the kijd3 gene and hereafter referred to as KijD3. On the basis of
amino acid sequence analyses, KijD3 has been proposed to be an FAD-dependent oxidoreductase, which
catalyzes the sixth step in D-kijanose biosynthesis by converting dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3methyl-D-glucose into its C-30 nitro derivative. This putative activity, however, has never been demonstrated
in vivo or in vitro. Here we report the first structural study of this enzyme. For our investigation, crystals of KijD3
were grown in the presence of dTDP, and the structure was solved to 2.05-Å resolution. The enzyme is a tetramer
with each subunit folding into three distinct regions: a five R-helical bundle, an eight-stranded β-sheet, and a
second five R-helical bundle. The dTDP moiety is anchored to the protein via the side chains of Glu 113, Gln 254,
and Arg 330. The overall fold of KijD3 places it into the well-characterized fatty acyl-CoA dehydrogenase
superfamily. There is a decided cleft in each subunit with the appropriate dimensions to accommodate a dTDPlinked sugar. Strikingly, the loop defined by Phe 383 to Ala 388, which projects into the active site, contains two
adjacent cis-peptide bonds, Pro 386 and Tyr 387. Activity assays demonstrate that KijD3 requires FAD for activity
and that it produces a hydroxylamino product. The molecular architecture of KijD3 described in this report serves
as a paradigm for a new family of enzymes that function on dTDP-linked sugar substrates.

The unusual di- and trideoxysugars distributed throughout nature
represent an especially intriguing class of carbohydrates (1, 2). They
are found, for example, on the lipopolysaccharides of some Gramnegative bacteria (3), on the S-layers of some Gram-positive and
Gram-negative bacteria (4), and on extracellular polysaccharides (5).
They are also found attached to natural products, where they often
play key roles in the efficacies of these compounds (6-10). The
widely used chemotherapeutic agent, doxorubicin, for example,
contains the sugar daunosamine appended to its aglycone scaffold.
Without daunosamine, the therapeutic value of doxorubicin is
severely reduced, and it has been demonstrated that modifications
to the sugar result in markedly different toxicities and anticancer
activities of the drug (11-13).
Within recent years the less common, though not less biologically
important, nitrosugars have attracted research interest (14). These
hydroxyamino-, nitroso-, and nitro-containing carbohydrates
are derived via the oxidation of the corresponding aminosugars.
The nitrosugar D-kijanose (Scheme 1), for example, is found on
kijanimicin (15) a spirotetronate antibiotic produced by Actinomadura kijaniata (ATCC 31588). Of medical relevance is the fact
that kijanimicin demonstrates a wide range of biological func†
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tions, ranging from antibacterial, to antifungal and antitumor
activities (8). The sugar itself is appended to the pentacyclic core
of kijanimicin via the action of a glycosyltransferase that requires
1
D-kijanose to be linked to dTDP (15).
The biosynthesis of dTDP-D-kijanose in A. kijaniata requires
10 enzymes. The focus of this investigation is on the enzyme
encoded by the kijD3 gene, and hereafter referred to as
KijD3 (15). It has been postulated to catalyze the oxidation of
the C-30 amino group of dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3methyl-D-glucose to the C-30 nitro derivative as shown in
Scheme 1. Homologous proteins of KijD3 have been observed
in other organisms that synthesize nitrosugars including RubN8,
EvdC, and TcaB10 from the D-rubranitrose, L-evernitrose, and
D-tetranitrose biosynthetic pathways, respectively (16-18). All of
these enzymes are thought to require flavin cofactors for activity,
and recently both RubN8 and EvdC have been shown to utilize
FAD in the conversion of their aminosugar substrates to
nitrososugar products (19). Until this report, however, there
were no known three-dimensional structures for any of these
enzymes, and no detailed kinetic analyses are yet available.
Here we describe the first three-dimensional structure of KijD3
determined to a nominal resolution of 2.05-Å. For this analysis,
the enzyme was complexed with dTDP. Our investigation shows
that each subunit of the tetrameric enzyme adopts a fold
characteristic for enzymes belonging the fatty acyl-CoA dehydrogenase superfamily (20, 21). Details concerning the molecular
architecture of the KijD3 active site are presented.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Cloning, Expression, and Purification. A. kijaniata (ATCC
31588) was obtained from the American Type Culture Collection, and genomic DNA was isolated according to standard
Published on Web 03/24/2010
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Scheme 1

protocols. The kijd3 gene was PCR-amplified from genomic
DNA using the forward primer 50 -AAAACATATGCCCCCATGGACGGCACG-30 and the reverse primer 50 -AAAACTCGAGTCACCGTGACGTGGGTGTAGGA-30 , which added
NdeI and XhoI cloning sites, respectively. The purified PCR
product was A-tailed and ligated into a pGEM-T (Promega)
vector for blue-white screening and sequencing. A kijd3-pGEM-T
vector construct of the correct sequence was then digested
with NdeI and XhoI, and the gene was ligated into a pET28JT
vector (22) for production of protein with a TEV protease
cleavable N-terminal hexahistidine tag.
The kijd3-pET28JT plasmid was used to transform either
BL-21(DE3) or HMS 174 Escherichia coli cells (Novagen). The
cultures were grown in LB medium supplemented with kanamycin at 37 °C with shaking until optical densities of ∼0.6, measured
at 600 nm, were reached. The flasks were then cooled to 16 °C and
induced with 1 mM IPTG. The cells were allowed to express
protein at 16 °C for 18 h. KijD3 was purified at 4 °C following
standard procedures using Ni-NTA resin (Qiagen). Half of the
purified protein was incubated in the presence of 1 mM DTT and
TEV protease in a 50:1 (KijD3:TEV protease) molar ratio at
room temperature for 36 h. The TEV protease was subsequently
removed via Ni-NTA column chromatography. Both preparations of KijD3 (TEV-cleaved and His-tagged) were dialyzed
against 20 mM HEPES (pH 7.5) and 100 mM NaCl. The protein
preparations were concentrated to approximately 20 mg/mL
using an extinction coefficient of 0.92 (mg/mL)-1 cm-1 at 280 nm
and were subsequently flash frozen in liquid nitrogen.
Crystallization of KijD3. Crystallization conditions were
initially surveyed for both protein constructs by the hanging drop
method of vapor diffusion using a sparse matrix screen developed
in the laboratory. The apo-forms of the two protein constructs as
well as the binary complexes with either 10 mM FAD or 20 mM
dTDP-phenol were subjected to crystallization trials. All protein
concentrations were at 15 mg/mL. Diffraction quality crystals
of the N-terminal His-tagged enzyme were grown by mixing in a
1:1 ratio the enzyme incubated with 10 mM FAD and 23-26%
(w/v) pentaerythritol propoxylate (5/4) at pH 5.5. These crystals
belonged to the space group I222 with one monomer per
asymmetric unit and the following unit cell dimensions: a =
73.3 Å, b = 82.7 Å, and c = 153.1 Å. Crystals of the TEVcleaved enzyme were grown by mixing in a 1:1 ratio the enzyme
incubated with 20 mM dTDP-phenol and 1.3 M - 1.6 M
ammonium sulfate at pH 5.5. These crystals also belonged to
the space group I222 with one monomer per asymmetric unit and
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the following unit cell dimensions: a = 72.9 Å, b = 82.5 Å, and
c = 153.2 Å.
Structural Analysis of KijD3. All X-ray data sets were
measured at 4 °C with a Bruker HI-STAR area detector system.
The X-ray source was Cu KR radiation from a Rigaku RU200
X-ray generator equipped with Supper mirrors and operated at
50 kV and 90 mA. These X-ray data were processed with SAINT
version 7.06A (Bruker AXS Inc.) and internally scaled with
SADABS version 2005/1 (Bruker AXS Inc.). Relevant X-ray
data collection statistics are presented in Table 1.
An initial structure of the N-terminal tagged enzyme was
solved with two heavy atom derivatives, which were prepared by
soaking the crystals in either 8 mM potassium gold(I) cyanide or
28 mM trimethyl lead acetate for 3 days or 5 days, respectively.
Prior to X-ray data collection, these crystals were stabilized by
transfer into a 30% pentaerythritol propoxylate (5/4) solution
(pH 7.0) containing 10 mM FAD and 100 mM NaCl. Three gold
and five lead binding sites were identified with SOLVE giving an
overall figure of merit of 0.39 to 2.8 Å (23, 24). Solvent flattening
with RESOLVE generated an interpretable electron density
map (24, 25). A preliminary model was constructed using
COOT (26). In the original model, there was no interpretable
electron density corresponding to FAD suggesting that it did not
bind tightly.
This preliminary model was subsequently utilized as a search
probe for determining the structure of the enzyme-dTDP-phenol
complex via molecular replacement with the software package
PHASER (27). Refinement with Refmac using maximum likelihood reduced the Rfactor to 17.1% for all measured X-ray data
from 50 to 2.05 Å resolution (28). Relevant refinement statistics
are presented in Table 2.
Production of dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3methyl-D-glucose. The KijD3 substrate was enzymatically
synthesized using dTDP-D-glucose as the starting material. Enzymes
required for the synthesis were a 4,6-dehydratase (RmlB), a 2,3dehydratase (EvaA), a 3-aminotransferase (TcaB8), and a C-3methyltransferase (KijD1). All of the required enzymes were
purified in the laboratory. A typical reaction contained the
following: 50 mM HEPES (pH 7.5), 100 mM NaCl, 10 mM
MgCl2, 20% glycerol, 20 mM L-glutamate, 2 mM S-adenosylmethionine, 10 mg/mL dTDP-D-glucose, 0.8 mg/mL of RmlB,
0.25 mg/mL of EvaA, and 3 mg/mL each of TcaB8 and KijD1.
The reaction was allowed to proceed at 20 °C for 16 h. All
enzymes were removed with a 30-kDa cutoff Centriprep concentrator, and the filtrate was diluted 1:7.5 with water. The sugar
was purified via an AKTA Purifier HPLC (GE Healthcare)
equipped with a 6 mL Resource Q anion exchange column
(GE Healthcare) using a 78 mL linear gradient from 0 to 130 mM
ammonium acetate at pH 4.0. The desired product peak was
identified by ESI mass spectrometry (Mass Spectrometry/
Proteomics Facility at the University of Wisconsin-Madison).
Fractions containing the amino sugar were pooled and diluted
1:4 with water, the pH was adjusted to 8.0, and the sugar was
further purified via the 6 mL Resource Q column using a 120 mL
linear gradient from 0 to 250 mM of ammonium bicarbonate at
pH 8.5. Fractions of the amino sugar were pooled and lyophilized
until all traces of the buffer were removed. Typical yields of this
compound were ∼5% based on the starting amount of dTDPglucose.
Measurement of Enzymatic Activity. Enzymatic activity
was determined via HPLC. For each reaction, 1 mg of KijD3 was
added to a 1 mL solution containing 50 mM HEPES (pH 7.5),
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Table 1: X-ray Data Collection Statistics
enzyme complexed
with FAD

gold heavy atom
derivative

resolution limits
50.0-2.5 (2.6-2.5)b
50-2.8 (2.9-2.8)b
number of independent reflections
15441 (1258)
11265 (1019)
completeness (%)
90.7 (69.3)
95.4 (85.1)
redundancy
2.9 (1.7)
3.1 (1.9)
avg I/avg σ(I)
7.4 (3.1)
7.2 (2.6)
Rsym (%)a
11.2 (25.9)
12.5 (30.5)
P
P
a
b
Rsym = ( | I - h|/
I
I)  100. Statistics for the highest resolution bin.

Table 2: Refinement Statistics
enzyme complexed
with dTDP-phenol
resolution limits (Å)
Ra-factor (overall)%/no. reflections
R-factor (working)%/no. reflections
R-factor (free)%/no. reflections
number of protein atoms
number of heteroatoms
average B values
protein atoms (Å2)
ligand (Å2)
solvent (Å2)
weighted rms deviations from ideality
bond lengths (Å)
bond angles (°)
planar groups (Å)
Ramachandran regions (%)d
most favored
additionally allowed
generously allowed
disallowed

50.0-2.05
17.1/27721
16.8/26300
22.1/1420
2904b
133c
27.6
44.3
35.9
0.009
2.0
0.008
93.7
6.0
0.3
0.0

R-factor = (Σ|Fo - Fc|/Σ|Fo|)  100 where Fo is the observed structurefactor amplitude and Fc is the calculated structure-factor amplitude. bThese
include multiple conformations for Ser 38, Thr 51, Ser 164, and Arg 347.
c
Heteroatoms include a dTDP molecule and 108 waters. dDistribution of
Ramachandran angles according to PROCHECK (32).
a

100 mM NaCl, 0.5 mM dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3methyl-D-glucose, 30 μM FAD, 1 U/mL catalase, 1 U/mL
superoxide dismutase, 5 mM NADPH, and 0.001 mg/mL of
the flavin reductase, Fre, from E. coli. The reaction was allowed
to proceed at 30 °C, and aliquots were taken to monitor the
progress of the reaction as a function of time. For each aliquot,
the enzyme was removed via filtration, and the filtrate was diluted
1:9 with water. The various diluted reaction mixtures were
analyzed via an AKTA Purifier HPLC (GE Healthcare)
equipped with a 1 mL Resource Q anion exchange column
(GE Healthcare) and using a 20 mL linear gradient from 30 to
250 mM ammonium bicarbonate at pH 8.5. The desired product
peak was identified by ESI mass spectrometry.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Activity Assays. The KijD3 homologues, RubN8 from
Streptomyces achromogenes and EvdC from Micromonospora
carbonacea, were recently characterized as nitrososynthases
based on activity assays (19). Both of these enzymes converted
the substrate analogue L-dTDP-epi-vancosamine to a nitroso
sugar product in a two-step process, with the first step leading to
the formation of a hydroxylamino intermediate. Interestingly,
formation of a nitro-containing product, however, was never

lead heavy atom
derivative

enzyme complexed
with dTDP-phenol

50.0-2.8 (2.9-2.8)b
11522 (996)
95.5 (80.5)
2.9 (1.6)
6.8 (2.3)
12.5 (31.1)

50.0-2.05 (2.15-2.05)b
27721 (2824)
94.2 (80.7)
3.5 (1.5)
10.7 (3.5)
8.1 (19.6)

observed (19). Note that unlike the KijD3 substrate which has an
activating keto group at the sugar C-40 , the substrate analogue
used in the analyses of RubN8 and EvdC contained a C-40
hydroxyl moiety. On the basis of the above-described activity
assays, it was proposed that RubN8 and EvdC function as
nitroso- rather than nitrosynthases and that the final oxidation
of the nitroso to the nitrosugar occurs via a photochemical
process. Such a photochemical reaction was previously shown to
be operative in the formation of rubranitrose, a nitrosugar found
in the antibiotic rubradirin (29).
Although KijD3 was annotated as an FAD-dependent oxidoreductase, its actual activity was never tested (15). Given the
amino acid sequence homology between KijD3 and RubN8
(62% identity) or EvdC (65% identity), however, we suspected
that KijD3 might function as a nitrososynthase as well. To test
this hypothesis, reactions were set up as described in the
Materials and Methods. At t = 0 min, the HPLC chromatogram
showed a broad peak with a retention time of 7.2 min (Figure 1a).
ESI mass spectrometry demonstrated that this peak corresponded to the substrate, dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4keto-3-methyl-D-glucose with a m/z = 542 (Figure 1b). Over
time, this region of the elution profile underwent a distinct
sharpening suggesting the emergence of a new molecular
species, as indicated by the spectra taken at 90 and 360 min
(Figure 1a). The HPLC chromatograms indicated that catalysis was occurring because when either KijD3 or the E. coli
flavin reductase or both were excluded from the reaction, the
peak corresponding to dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto3-methyl-D-glucose remained unchanged.
The peaks corresponding to 2 and 6 h reaction times were
purified and subjected to mass spectrometry. The mass spec for
the HPLC peak following a 2 h reaction time demonstrated a
predominant peak with a m/z = 558, which corresponds to a
hydroxylamino sugar (Figure 1c). The mass spec for the HPLC
peak following a 6 h reaction time again showed a peak with a
m/z = 558 (Figure 1d). There was, however, a more predominant
peak at m/z = 527, which may represent the decomposition of a
nitrososugar to dTDP-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3-methyl-D-glucose.
While we were never able to directly observe the formation of the
nitrososugar in our experiments, there is the possibility that the
keto group at the sugar C-40 enhanced its decomposition.
Regardless, these data indicate that the KijD3 sample employed
for the structural studies described here is enzymatically active.
More detailed kinetic analyses are presently underway.
Overall Molecular Architecture. The structure of KijD3
was solved to 2.05-Å resolution and refined to an Rfactor of 17.1%
for all measured reflections. For the most part, the quality of
the electron density was unambiguous with the exception of
the following missing residues: Met 1 - Asp 9, Thr 188 - Asp 189,

3520

Biochemistry, Vol. 49, No. 17, 2010

Bruender et al.

FIGURE 1: Shown in (a) is the HPLC chromatogram overlay of the 0 min, 90 min, and 360 min time points for the KijD3 activity assay. The arrow
indicates the peak of interest. The mass spectrum presented in (b) is that of the HPLC peak purified after a reaction time of 0 h. The peak at m/z =
542 corresponds to KijD3 substrate (Scheme 1). The mass spectrum presented in (c) is that of the HPLC peak purified after a reaction time of 2 h.
The peak at m/z = 558 corresponds to the indicated hydroxylamine sugar. The mass spectrum presented in (d) is that of the HPLC peak purified
after a reaction time of 6 h. The peak at m/z = 558 corresponds to the hydroxylamino sugar, whereas that at m/z = 527 may correspond to the
breakdown product, dTDP-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3-methyl-D-glucose.

Val 243 - Gly 244, and Glu 404 - Arg 437. Representative electron
density corresponding to the bound dTDP ligand is presented in
Figure 2a. Both Pro 386 and Tyr 387 adopt cis-peptide conformations, which in tandem is highly unusual (Figure 2b). This
cis-peptide rich turn is positioned on one side of the active site as
discussed below.
The KijD3 tetramer packed in the crystalline lattice along three
crystallographic dyads thereby resulting in one subunit per
asymmetric unit. A ribbon representation of the tetramer, with
overall dimensions of ∼86  88  84 Å, is displayed in Figure 3a.
The tetramer can be aptly described as a dimer of dimers with the
two active sites in each dimer separated by ∼50 Å. The buried
surface area per subunit is ∼3100 Å2. Most of the subunit/subunit
interactions are provided by the polypeptide chain from Arg 336 Leu 401, which folds into three R-helical regions. There are two
additional loops, defined by Ser 10 - Tyr 15 and Asp 213 - Met 217,

which project toward the subunit:subunit interface. Shown in
Figure 3b is a ribbon representation of an individual subunit with
overall dimensions of ∼73  51  50 Å. The architecture of the
subunit can be described in terms of three distinct regions. The
first, formed by Pro 20 - Ala 134, adopts a five R-helical bundle
architecture. Following this region, the polypeptide chain folds
into an eight-stranded β-sheet barrel (Val 138 - Asn 247). The
β-barrels in the tetramer extend away from the subunit:subunit
interfaces. The final region of the subunit (Asp 248 - Ile 403) also
contains a five R-helical bundle, and it provides most of the
contacts between monomers in the tetramer.
For this X-ray analysis, the protein was crystallized in the
presence of dTDP-phenol. The electron density map clearly
revealed only the presence of the nucleotide, however. Either
the aromatic ring was disordered or more likely the dTDP-phenol
solution used for this study contained dTDP, which preferentially
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FIGURE 2: Representative electron densities. Shown in (a) is the observed electron density for the bound dTDP ligand. The electron density
presented in (b) corresponds to the loop defined by Phe 383 - Ala 388. Both Pro 386 and Tyr 387 adopt cis peptide conformations. The electron
densities were calculated with coefficients of the form (Fo - Fc), where Fo was the native structure factor amplitude and Fc was the calculated
structure factor amplitude with atoms corresponding to either the nucleotide (a) or the polypeptide chain (b) excluded from the calculations. The
maps were contoured at 2.5σ and 3.0σ, respectively.

bound to the enzyme. A close-up view of the dTDP binding
pocket is displayed in Figure 3c. The thymine base is anchored
to the protein via the guanidinium group of Arg 330 and a
water molecule, whereas the ribose 3-hydroxyl group hydrogen
bonds with the carboxylate of Glu 113. The R- and β-phosphoryl
groups of the nucleotide interact with Ser 257 and Gln 254,
respectively.
A structural search with the software package SSM (30)
reveals that the molecular architecture of KijD3 is exceedingly
similar to that observed for members of the fatty acyl-CoA
dehydrogenase superfamily, despite relatively low amino acid
sequence homologies ranging from 17 to 26%. A superposition of
KijD3 onto the structure of isobutyryl-CoA dehydrogenase (31)
is presented in Figure 4a. Whereas these two proteins demonstrate an amino acid sequence homology of only 21%, 324 of
their R-carbons superimpose with a root-mean-square deviation
of 2.0 Å. Given the close structural correspondence between these
two enzymes, it is reasonable to conclude that the observed
binding position of FAD to isobutyryl-CoA dehydrogenase
represents an excellent mimic for flavin-binding to KijD3.
A surface representation of one monomer of KijD3 is displayed in
Figure 4b, and as can be seen there is a decided crevice separating the
two lobes of the molecule. This cleft has the appropriate dimensions

to accommodate a nucleotide-linked sugar. In light of this, and given
the location of FAD binding to isobutyryl-CoA dehydrogenase and
dTDP binding to KijD3, a model of the KijD3 active site with bound
FAD and dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3-methyl-D-glucose
was constructed (Figure 4c). This model predicts that the flavin
ring of FAD, when bound to KijD3, is surrounded by the side
chains of Leu 98, Met 102, Lys 144, Leu 169, and Met 384. The
model also predicts that the hexose moiety of the dTDP-linked
sugar binds with its C-30 methyl group pointing toward the side
chain of Ile 143. This side chain forms the only hydrophobic patch
in this otherwise reasonably hydrophilic active site (Figure 4c).
The opposite side of the hexose abuts the “cis peptide rich” loop
defined by Phe 383 - Ala 388 and containing cis-Pro 386 and cisTyr 387. It is possible that the polypeptide chain between Thr 188 Asp 189 and Val 243 - Gly 244 becomes ordered upon dTDPsugar binding.
At present, there are little published data regarding the
catalytic mechanism of KijD3. As discussed above, however, a
study on the homologous proteins EvdC and RubN8 suggests
that the reaction mechanism of these enzymes proceeds
through a process whereby FADH2 reacts with molecular oxygen to form a flavin 4a-hydroperoxide (19). In our
predicted model, the C-30 amino group of the substrate is
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FIGURE 3: The structure of KijD3. A ribbon drawing of the tetramer is presented in (a) with the bound dTDP ligands depicted in space-

filling representations. A stereoview of one subunit of KijD3 is shown in (b) with the β-barrel highlighted in darker blue and the
nucleotide drawn in a stick representation. Those amino acid residues (or solvent) that are involved in anchoring the nucleotide to the
protein are displayed in (c). The water molecule is depicted as a red sphere, and the dashed lines indicate possible hydrogen bonding
interactions.

located ∼7 Å from the flavin 4a carbon. This would be about
the expected distance given that the length of the oxygen-flavin
4a carbon bond is ∼1.4 Å and the length of oxygen:oxygen
single bond is ∼1.5 Å. According to the mechanism proposed
by Hu et al., there is an active site acid that protonates the

flavin 4a-hydroperoxide species (19). Particularly striking in
our model is the lack of any potential catalytic acids within the
active site pocket except for His 101, which is conserved among
the homologues EvdC and RubN8. In the present model, it is
located ∼8 Å from the flavin 4a carbon.
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FIGURE 4: Comparison of KijD3 with isobutyryl-CoA dehydrogenase and a possible binding mode for its dTDP-linked sugar substrate. A
superposition of the ribbon representations for KijD3 (light and dark blue) and the dehydrogenase (light green) is presented in (a). The
binding positions for the FAD and dTDP ligands, shown in stick representations, correspond to those observed in isobutyryl-CoA
dehydrogenase and KijD3, respectively. Coordinates for the dehydrogenase (31) were obtained from the protein data bank (accession no.
1RX0). A surface representation of the KijD3 subunit is shown in (b). Note the large cleft extending from the pyrophosphoryl group of
dTDP to the surface of the subunit. On the basis of the similarities between KijD3 and isobutyryl-CoA dehydrogenase, a model was
constructed of the KijD3 active site with bound FAD and dTDP-3-amino-2,3,6-trideoxy-4-keto-3-methyl-D-glucose as shown in (c). The
dashed line highlights the distance between the amino group that is ultimately oxidized and the flavin 4a carbon that presumably carries the
molecular oxygen required for the reaction. The FAD and dTDP-sugar ligands are highlighted in gray bonds, whereas the protein is
displayed in white filled bonds. This figure, as well as figures 2 and 3, were prepared with the software package PyMOL (33).
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Nitrosugars, although not as common as amino sugars, have
been found attached to a variety of natural products including
antibacterial, antitumor, antimalaria, anticholesterolemic, antiviral,
and antidiabetic agents (14). Within recent years, research
interest in the proteins required for the production of such
nitrosugars has grown, and one of the key enzymes involved in
their biosynthesis is KijD3 and its homologues. Given the
amino acid sequence similarities between KijD3, EvdC, and
RubN8, the three-dimensional architecture of KijD3 described
here provides the first molecular scaffold for understanding this
fascinating enzyme family.
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